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Fontmell Magna Under Fives Pre-School

Fontmell Magna Under Fives Pre-school has been established in the Village for over 30 years. We care for children aged 2 – 5 years. Our staff are dedicated and qualified in working with the Early Years.
We offer sessions for 2 to 4-year olds, to cover 5 days a week throughout term time. We also offer breakfast and after school club facilities for children up to the age of 11 years.
We have a purpose-built pre-school which we hope will offer your child bright and spacious surroundings, accompanied by friendly and experienced staff. The contentment and happiness of your children is our priority.
Fontmell Magna Under Fives main aim is to learn through play, with endless opportunities being available
As a charity we have a Committee who organise fundraising throughout the year. All parents and carers are most welcome to join.
At present, the term after children are 3-year olds will be funded for up to 15hrs per week. This can be taken in blocks of 2.5 hours minimum at a time. It is up to you in the way you use the funding. We offer 2-year-old funding to eligible children, if you feel you are entitled to this then please talk to a member of staff. Funding can be claimed from no more than 2 settings.
Pre-School Manager – Lauren Ballard
Pre-School Deputy Manager - Wendy Pankhurst
Early Years Practitioners:
Alex Langley
Helen Hartnell

Chloe Rogers

Jasmine Shiner

Jade Phelps

Fontmell Magna Under Fives, Blandford Farm, West Street

Fontmell Magna, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 0PF

01747 812773
fontmellmagnaunderfives@hotmail.co.uk
Ofsted no EY413949
Session Information
For insurance reasons parents are requested not to leave their children at Pre-School earlier than 5 minutes before the beginning of each session. If you would like your child to attend earlier than the set pre-school times you will be charged accordingly.
Fontmell Magna Under Fives Pre-School Sessions are as follows:

Monday – 8.45am – 11.45am

Monday – 11.45am – 2.45pm

Tuesday – 8.45am – 11.45am

Tuesday – 11.45am – 2.45pm

Wednesday – 8.45am – 11.45am

Wednesday – 11.45am – 2.45pm

Thursday – 8.45am – 11.45pm

Thursday – 11.45am – 2.45pm

Friday – 8.45am – 11.45am

Friday – 11.45am – 2.45pm

For all morning sessions milk and snacks are provided, at a charge of 50p per day, this included all consumables. 
For afternoon sessions lunch boxes and a drink are required.
We have a breakfast club from 7:45am and after school until 4pm available, please ask for more details.

Breakfast and after school are £4 for the sessions.
Fee’s – for under 3’s £5.50 per hour, for over 3’s £5.25 per hour as of September 2020

· All invoices are to be paid by required date, you can view these on Famly
· Termination – Two weeks’ notice of termination is required

· Holidays – If you take holidays during term time, payment will be due as normal

· Illness – Payment will be due as normal, except if your child will be absent or a long time due to illness

All our staff are very well trained and flexible in their approach to Fontmell Magna Under Fives Pre-School children
Our Aims
  -  To be independent

  -  To have confidence

  -  To build self esteem

  -  To be happy

  -  To have social awareness of everyone and everything

  -  To communicate in some form

  -  To have fun
We offer your child

  -  A specially tailored curriculum leading to approved learning outcomes

  -  Individual care and attention

  -  Fun with children and other adults

  -  Support of an allocated keyworker
What to wear

To feel free to explore and experiment with all kinds of materials including messy ones, it is best to send your child in clothes that are easily washable or not too new. It is good for children to practice skills that help them gain independence by wearing simple clothing that enables them to go to the toilet when they want to, and to put on and take off their outdoor clothes without being too dependent on others help.
Please can your child wear shoe’s that they can take on and off themselves, ie Velcro fastening, we wear slippers inside, so please make sure your child has a pair to keep here.
We play outside every day so please ensure that you provide coat, wellies, winter hat and gloves or sunhat and sunscreen. You will also need to bring along a change of clothes that can be left on your child’s peg in a named bag to be used if required.
Fontmell Magna Under Fives have sweatshirts, t-shirts, and joggers with our logo on available to buy. It makes the children feel that they belong.
Staff always wear their pre-school sweatshirts/t-shirts during session times so that they are easily recognisable to children/parents.
Religious and Cultural activities

We celebrate Christmas with cards, a party and a Nativity. We make Easter cards and make Easter baskets that the children take home filled with Easter eggs. We endeavour to incorporate as many religious and cultural activities as possible into our curriculum, in the past we have cooked and tasted Chinese food for the Chinese New Year. We have learnt about Nepalese and Hindu festivals. If you do not want your child to take part in these activities, please inform us.

Illness and Accidents

Please do not send ill children to Pre-school, bringing them in increases the risk of the infection spreading to other children and staff. Please let us know of any prolonged absences of infectious illness. Our full Health and Safety policy is available on our website. All accident forms will be sent through Famly, please inform us of any accidents at home before their session.
Collection from Fontmell Magna Under Fives

We will not let any child leave Fontmell Magna Under Fives with someone we do not know about. If someone else is to collect your child, please inform a member of staff. If an emergency occurs and you are unable to pick up your child at the end of the session, you will need to telephone pre-school to notify us, with information about who will be coming.

Drinks and Snacks

We operate a snack café style snack time each child can chose their own drink and food. We encourage them to pour their own drink and peel their own fruit when appropriate. They can choose from milk or water and a snack of fresh fruit.
All children are required to bring a named water bottle. We encourage healthy eating at lunch time by including at least one piece of fruit/vegetable in your child’s lunch box.

Communication

There is a notice board outside the Preschool, please look at this regularly, we also put updates on Famly and send out a newsletter every half term telling you about various activities, important notices etc. If you have any questions, please ask a member of staff. 
Training

Dorset Surestart, Nexus, Educare and Wessex training ensure that we are constantly in touch with new thinking in the field of child education and care.

Policies

These are available for all parents/carers to read, they are kept in the office. Most our policies are on our website.
Additional Educational Needs

If you would like to discuss the group’s ability to meet your child’s additional needs or feel you would like some advice about any additional needs your child may have, please talk to the preschool manager. Our Additional needs policy is available upon request.
Starting Fontmell Magna Under Fives: The First Days

A child who is tense or unhappy will not be able to play or learn properly, so it is important for parents/carers and staff to work together to help the child to feel confident and secure in the group. This takes longer for some children than others, and parents/carers should not feel worried if their child takes a while to settle. We have a settling in policy which is available on request. 

Key Workers

Our key worker system gives members of staff responsibility for a group of children. Each child has one special adult to relate to, which can make settling into the group much easier. In addition, the key worker can tailor the group’s curriculum to the unique needs of each child. The key worker can also help with any problem’s parents may have, to ensure that all children are happy and reaching their full potential. 
Although your child will have their key worker as their special person, all the staff at Fontmell Magna Under Fives join in together therefore all staff will know your child well.
The Early Years Foundation Stage
It is mandatory for all Early Years providers that are registered for the Nursery Grant Funding under Ofsted to comply with the Early Years Foundation stage (EYFS). The curriculum is a principled approach that encompasses 4 themes:

Unique Child + Positive Relationships + Enabling Environments = learning and Development
This approach aims to improve the outcomes of all children in accordance with Every Child Matters and reflects the view that each child has the right to grow up safe; healthy, enjoying and achieving; making a positive contribution; and with economic well-being.
The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the prime and Specific Areas of Learning and development are all interconnected, and important in establishing the foundations for further educational development and as such all areas should be planned for through purposeful play. The EYFS guidance is from birth through to the end of the child’s reception year at primary school.

One of the requirements of the EYFS is for practitioners to observe and asses each child and completes a Profile on them as an individual. This document complies with this requirement and is gives to the parents when their child leaves Fontmell Magna Under Fives Pre-School. A Summary Transition Sheet of this information is forwarded on to the child’s school or new setting.
3 Primary Areas
Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Children are individually supported in developing confidence, autonomy and self-respect in a nurturing environment. Children are encouraged to work and concentrate independently and to take part in the group, sharing and co-operating with the other children and adults. Through conversation, activities and practical example, they learn acceptable ways to express their feelings and respect the feelings of others. All children are given the opportunity, as appropriate, to take responsibility for themselves and the group, its members and its property.

Communication and Language 
In small and large groups, children are encouraged to extend their vocabulary and fluency by talking and listening, and by hearing and responding to stories.  Register time enables children to listen out for their name and respond to instructions. Children are encouraged to ask questions. We use musical instruments and songs which encourages an interest in listening, attention and speaking.

Physical Development

A wide range of equipment and opportunities, both indoors and out of doors allows children to develop confidence and enjoyment in the use and development of their physical skills. Adult supervision enables children to safely create and meet physical challenges, developing increasing skill and control in moving, climbing and balancing. At the same time children are supported in the development of fine motor skills required to use tools, including pens and pencils, and to handle small objects with increasing control and precision, a pre-requisite of good pencil control.

4 Specific Areas
Literacy

Children are helped to understand that written symbols carry meaning, to be aware of the purpose of writing and, when they are ready, to use drawn and written symbols for themselves. A well stocked book corner gives every child the opportunity and encouragement to become familiar with books, able to handle them, and be aware of their uses, both for reference, and as a source of stories and pictures.
Mathematics
Children become familiar with sorting, matching, ordering, sequencing and counting activities, which form the basis for early mathematics by means of adult support practical experience. As they use their developing mathematical understanding to solve practical problems, children are assisted to learn and use the vocabulary of mathematics, identifying objects by shape, position, size, volume and number. Picture books, songs and games help children become aware of number sequences and, when they are ready, to use simple mathematical operations such as adding and subtracting. 
Understanding the world
A safe and stimulating environment allows children to explore and experiment with a range of natural and manufactured materials. They learn to observe the features of objects and substances, recognising differences, patterns and similarities, and to share and record their findings. Children are assisted in exploring and understanding their environment, both within the group and also in the wider community. A range of safe and well-maintained equipment enables children to extend their technological understanding, using simple tools and techniques as appropriate to achieve their intentions and to solve problems.

Expressive Arts and Design
Using a wide range of resources, children are encouraged to express their own ideas and feelings, and to construct their individual response to experiences in two and three dimensions. Art equipment, including paint, glue, crayons and pencils as well as natural and discarded resources provide for open-ended exploration of colour, shape and texture and the development of skills in painting, drawing and collage. Children have opportunities to play with sand, water, clay and junk modelling throughout the year. Children join in with and respond to music, dance and stories. There are many opportunities for imaginative play and role-play, both individually and as part of the group.
How do you know your child’s progress?
At Fontmell Magna Under Fives we put together information on how your child is progressing. We take photographs and describe what they have been doing during the session or week. Your child will have an online learning journey, through Famly. You can comment and add observations of your own. This shows our observations on your child and any special pieces of artwork or writing they may have done will be put in their draws.

Former parent’s comments and letters 
“Thank you for supporting me and therefore my whole family through the challenges last year presented. You have been wonderful, and I am so pleased my children came to your pre-school”.

“Thank you for such a wonderful start into my child’s life…it is a real privilege to send my children to Fontmell Under Fives”.

“We found it really tricky settling in as he was so upset, however he now loves coming to Pre-school and would really like to stay forever! It has been lovely to see him develop in his skills and confidence and to become part of his own little world. All of the teachers have been fantastic in helping him to have a fantastic time”

“We can’t begin to Thank you enough for looking after our boys so beautifully. They have always loved going to Under Fives and you have given them so many opportunities and happy memories. They are now so ready for ‘big school’ – facing the challenges with an air of confidence and adventure that they have learned from all of you. You will be sending them off with a group of lovely, sociable friends who know how to support each other and enjoy each other’s company. I cannot believe how polite and helpful they are, and I know that is that special ‘Under Fives’ trademark because I have noticed it in all the other children from you, that have started school over the years.”
